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Berkeley. it's a no-brainer, Pull on the
Roadcrafter—don’t need the Darien for
this trip. Putting on either of these suits
is not rocket science {who has trouble
pulling on a pair of pants?) but the
Roadcrafter is miraculously quick and -
easy to put on. Youliterally step into it,

The Darien is actually waterproof. Not
long after Ireceived it, a winter storm
blew in from the Pacific and it was raining
buckets that night. For no other good
reason I suited up and went for a ride.
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Desert delight in the Darien. Baja.

tug on a total of three long zippers (two
with the one-piece) and you're ready to
ride. Even if I've got only a five-minute
ride ahead of me, I put on the suit without
even thinking twice. Believe me, it was
never that way with my old leathers. For
any ride that’s not in a storm and in which

"Il put on and take off the suit frequently,
it sthe Roadcrafter—hands down.

P_erhaps you're wondering what I did
during all those years I owned only 2
Roadcrafter—did I forgo touring in bad
weather? Not at all—I carried a rain suit,
which I'd put on under my ‘Stich, since |
could never find one big enough to go over
it. How long to wait after it starts raining
before stopping and pulling on the rain suit
is one of those agonizing and usually no-
win decisions that you won't have to make
ifyou're wearing a Darjen.

Because of our climate in the Bay Area
and my largely commute-like daily riding,
the Roadcrafter is the default choice for
me on any morning, But if 'm going on

a trip, even just an overnight, I take the
Darien. Simply put, it’s the better suit for

Crash 'mt'oéh'is bﬂsh and you'll be glad
you're wearing an Aerostich. Anza-Borrego,
California.
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The author’s DarienLight, Bill Mittendorf with Darien jacket and Roadcrafter
pants. Torsten Jacobsen is all Roadcrafter while Paul Goodacre wears brand X.

touring. Once I deliberately switched these
roles for a few weeks, just to see what it

was like if I wore the Darien in situations
where [ would normally have preferred the
Roadcrafter. My conclusion, once I was in
the suit and riding the bike, was that the
Darien and Roadcrafter were practically
interchangeable: It’s in the getting on and
off that I would notice the difference. -

The key word above is “practically.” ’Ihere
are little differences. The horizontal-

flap pockets in the Roadcrafter jacket

are handier and easier to use than the
angled side pockets in the Darien; it's a
two-handed job to pull the zippers on
the latter. The smooth nylon liner sewn
into the Roadcrafter feels so luxurious
compared to the bare Gore-texliner on

the backside of the Darien’s nylon fabric. It

also prevents snagging the protective pads
in the knees, elbows, and shoulders when
you shove your limbs down these fabric
tunnels. That same nylon liner also holds
moisture when, in hot, dry weather, you've
wet down the inside of the suit to provide
evaporative cooling,

The ballistics on the Roadcrafter will
take punishment that will send the
Darien back to Duluth, to be fixed by the
American workers who made it for you in
the first place. T had a minor get-off on a
dirt road while wearing my Darien. The
armor pad saved my knee from impact
and abrasion, but the outer fabric tore.
On the Roadcrafter’s ballistics, that
would have been a scuff. No big deal

in this case, but the Darien will clearly
suffer greater damage in a more serious
crash than the Roadcrafter.

The Darien is lighter, which is a comfort
factor if, indeed, oné is bothered by
weight. (I chose the DarienLight.)

Also, its styling is less spacesuit-ish. The
Roadcrafter’s extensive ballistics—on
shoulders, elbows and shins—evoke awe,

at least among other patrons waiting to
check out at my local Safeway. The Darien
draws less attention.

But now we're back to that question—if
you'll only have one suit, which one to
choose? If you're primarily a day-rider,
commuter, or short-hauler, pick the
Roadcrafter and take a rain suit along
when you tour. Ifit's the other-way-round
and you live for touring, the Darien is for
you. In deciding on an Aerostich riding
suit, you've made the best choice in what
to buy. For which to buy you've got my
advice, for what it’s worth. Best of all, you
can't go wrong with either the Roadcrafter
or the Darien. @&}

Roadcrafter one-piece suit: $847.
Darien jacket and pants: $724,
DarienLight jacket and pants: $684
aerostich.com or call the Rider
WearHouse at 800/222-1994 for a free
(and very entertaining) catalog.

Aerostich is a CityBike advertiser, but we like
to think that fact doesn’t affect our love for its
products, we would buy even if ever if we had
to pay retail. :



